COMMUNITY EMERGENCY
RESPONSE TEAM

Message from GP-CERT Operations, Brian Sheftel

I have been a member of the GP-CERT Team for a couple of years. My
background started over thirty years ago in the fire service, and ended in 2020
when I retired as a Lieutenant with the Meriden Connecticut Fire Department. |
was a Fire Instructor, Hazardous Materials Technician and Fire Officer just to
name a few. I took many FEMA classes over the years as well. Over my long
career, [ was exposed to all types of emergencies.

I am very excited to take my experience and knowledge into the position of
GP-CERT Operations. During an incident, I will assume the position of Incident
Commander. On a day to day basis, I will work closely with all of our GP-CERT
volunteers.

Our GP-CERT Team is making some new and exciting changes for 2023. With the help of our awesome
volunteers, this year has started off strong. We have designed a new organizational chart, which is below, and our
operational plan is being updated.

GP-CERT Family Safety Day has been planned and finalized. It will take place Saturday, May 6, 2023 from
10:00 am to 2:00 pm in the main parking lot.

With hurricane season approaching we are looking for volunteers to join our dedicated and incredible team. It is a
great opportunity to meet new people, and to serve your community. If you are interested, please contact anyone
on our GP-CERT team or visit our Facebook page, Gran Paradiso Community Response Team (GP-CERT.)

Sincerely,

Brian Sheftel
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Volunteers Needed! . § < e

GP-CERT is a volunteer organization that deploys in the aftermath of disasters E
in the community. There is a continued need for volunteers to assist in areas s
such as damage assessment, access control, communications, and triage (basic
first aid). Volunteers will be assigned to tasks based upon their desires, skills
and experience. Background/training in these areas is encouraged but not
required. The GP-CERT training and preparation will allow community
members to respond and assist each other in those hours or days between the incident and the return of our
property management staff.

For more information or to volunteer, please go to the GP-CERT website at https://gp-cert.org or contact Gordon
Holtby at gordon.holtby(@gmail.com
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SRQ PADRE Airport Disaster Drill
Submitted by Ed Litcher

On February 22nd members of GP-CERT (Gran Paradiso-Community Emergency Response Team) participated in
Sarasota Bradenton’s Airport (SRQ) Passenger Aircraft Disaster Response Exercise (PADRE). The PADRE
exercise is required by the Federal Aviation Administration every year for all commercially operated airports.
Every third year a “full scale” or “live action” drill must be conducted in order to allow airport fire, police and
operations departments to review and implement their emergency plan through participation with airport tenants

and local first responder and aid agencies.

The scenario for the drill is a major aircraft accident at SRQ Airport. Allegiant Airlines generously provided an
aircraft for the drill which was actually conducted on one of SRQ’s runways. The drill required two types of
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volunteers; aircraft accident victims to be treated by first responders

fh‘l V. éi, | on scene, and friends and family members of victims on the plane who
: i challenge and/or harass airline and airport personnel as to the well-

A being of their loved ones. As my wife Barbara and I were victims,
identified to first responders by the yellow t-shirts we were provided, I
can only describe the drill from that point of view. On arrival at the
staging area we were provided victim cards that described our injuries
and vital signs on one side of the card and detailed descriptions of our
injuries, how we should react during the drill, and what we should expect from the first responders with whom
we’ll interact. We were also told to have fun with our roles and “ham it up” to whatever level we’d like. If needed,

additional moulage make-up and appliances were applied.

I can provide perspective of how I observed and interacted with a few people involved. Barbara and I along, with
Gordon Holtby and several others, were able to extricate ourselves from the aircraft and were positioned around
the plane on the runway. Barbara and I collapsed on the runway outside the plane due to the extent of our injuries.
Barbara’s injury included missing fingers on one hand and burns to her other arm. I had glass imbedded in my
forehead and also had two fingers decapitated in the crash. Gordon however remained mobile, wondering about
dazed and confused while still trying to get to his business meeting. We each chose different ways to interact
during the drill. Barbara lay on the ground calling for help while the initial first responders essentially ignored her.
Seeing this, I chose to interact and talk to the official drill observers, fire, and airport operations personnel on-
scene in order to get their perspective on the goals of the drill and whether they thought the responders were
getting valuable experience from the exercise. I also mentioned to the people I spoke with that the realism of the
drill was a little questionable as all victims outside the plane left the first responders alone while they figured out
how to proceed. In real life I believe we would have been all over those responders desperately trying to get help. |
offered to organize 4 or 5 victims as a harassment squad but was politely told that wouldn’t be necessary. So much

for my attempt to have “fun.”
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Contd. From Page 2
Gordon in my opinion did have the most fun as he would interact with the first responders in English and French,

as well as wander between the various groups of victims constantly getting the responders to question their vic-
tims’ count when they compared numbers. As for the medical treatment we received on the runway, well, it’s
good to know that there will be more drills in the future. Once the drill started it was close to an hour before any
on-site triage began and we were tagged according to our injuries, Bar-
bara was Red, I think I should have been Red but was tagged Yellow,
and Gordon as a Yellow. Follow on treatment by medical personnel
then took another 20 to 30 minutes to commence, if at all. I think the
rule of thumb was that if you were tagged RED, then you were DEAD,
having bled out long before you received any treatment. I do believe
that the main focus of the drill was safely securing the area, assessing

the plane and its’ integrity before putting more lives at risk, removing vic-

tims from the aircraft and then moving all victims to a triage-staging area

for treatment and then transport. These goals all appeared to be successfully met.

Additional activities we had the chance to observe during the exercise. Airport personnel arrived first to the scene
with additional units being deployed to the runway from the surrounding community based on anticipated arrival
times. A large fire well behind the plane provided airport fire personnel experience with foaming the runway.
Search and rescue teams were deployed on the side of the runway in a pattern that allowed them to locate victims
who might have been thrown from the plane or wandered away from the crash site. Finally, two medical helicop-
ters landed near the crash site to simulate the removal of the most critically injured victims. As a humorous side-
bar I can’t help but wonder what the passengers on a Southwest Airlines plane that taxied on an adjacent runway
were thinking as they looked out their widows and saw the Allegiant plane with people strewn all over the ground

and fire and rescue personnel arriving from all directions!

Participating in any of the disaster drills offered at the state, county, or lo-
cal levels is the best CERT learning experience I can imagine. If you ever
have the opportunity to volunteer for one of these events, please give it
consideration. Observing the emergency responders perform their duties
first-hand provides a greater level of appreciation for what actually hap-

pens during an emergency.

Finally, I wish to say that I have great respect for the people in our commu-

nity who have volunteered to undertake this task and provide post-disaster
support to Gran Paradiso residents until first responders are able to respond. GP-CERT is a “Neighbors Helping

Neighbors” team that will be here should that moment come. I also hope that another IAN opportunity will be 30
to 50 years down the road, and that we never have to use these skills, which we will continue to refine outside of

training events.
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BE PREPARED FOR THE NEXT DISASTER

June 1st begins hurricane season. Be prepared with the following items.
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Disaster Planning
Submitted by Carole Myles

Here are links to planning guides and a warning notification system for the upcoming hurricane season which lasts
from June 1st through November 30th.

e Tampa Bay Prepares http://tampabayprepares.org/

e Sarasota County All-Hazards Disaster Planning Guide https://tbrpc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Sarasota-
County-Disaster-Planning-Guide-2022.pdf?

e Sarasota County Hurricane Preparedness https://www.scgov.net/government/emergency-services/hurricane-
preparedness-6291

e Sarasota County Prepare Your Home https://www.scgov.net/government/emergency-services/hurricane-
preparedness/homeowners

e Sarasota County Contact Center 311, 941-861-5000

Sarasota County Notification/Warning System

Alert Sarasota County is a free, secure, advanced, and effective community notification system that allows you to
receive calls, email alerts, or text messages, about events that could impact your neighborhood or help protect your
family or property. This system allows Sarasota County to send critical communications to all or targeted areas
within the county when immediate actions are required. Your contact information remains private, and will only be
used for public health, safety, and wellness purposes.

Anyone with a physical address in Sarasota County may participate. Visit scgov.net/beprepared for more infor-
mation, to register now or update information, or call 311, 941-861-5000.

Services GP-CERT Provides during Emergencies

Submitted by Gordon Holtby

The Gran Paradiso — Community Emergency Response Team (GP-CERT) has been formed to assist neighbors in the
event of a natural or man-made disaster. The team is comprised of your neighbors who assist during the time period
between the departure of GP’s management company and their return. This gap, when basically no one is in charge
at GP, may be as short as 24 hours or as long as circumstances dictate. The purpose of the GP-CERT is to:

" Assess and evaluate the extent of damage, providing some light search and rescue, as well as first aid procedures
1 Attempt to clear any storm drains blocked with debris to prevent flooding

1 Communicate with outside authorities and first responders

"] Collaborate with the BOD and management company to communicate with residents regarding emergency prepa-
ration and the situation post-disaster

What the GP-CERT does not do:

1 Go house-to-house to check on residents

"1 Put up hurricane shutters or protective plywood (focus is on post disaster activities)

"1 Coordinate the evacuation and relocation of residents

"] Enter any hazardous area

Unknowns with GP-CERT in the event of a disaster include:

"] Availability of GP-CERT members in GP during an emergency (due to evacuation orders)
| The condition of the roads within GP post-emergency

"1 The availability of ambulance and emergency services during the post- disaster period
"} Communication with and accessibility to 911 and the Emergency Operation Center

] The extent of damage at GP
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Please submit articles and/or corrections to
The Gran Paradiso — Community the newsletter publisher, Carole Myles, at
Emergency Response Team (GP-CERT) |cmyles252@gmail.com.
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ERT 2023 Zone Leaders 2023
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CERT Leader Gordon Holtby Zone 1 Kristi Loret
gordon.holtby@gmail.com
KrsLyn310@gmail.com
CERT Operations Brian Sheftel
bsheftel12204@gmail.com
Zone 2
Lawrence Kalb
Recruitment Ed Litcher rik0947@aol.com
belitcher@verizon.net
Zone 3 Steve Phillips
Logistics Officer Open sphillips3@gmail.com
Communications Tom Porada Zone 4 Jason Alvord
tom@porada.com
JasonKorea03@gmail.com
Treasurer Marci Maynard _
Marcimay525@gmail.com — Salvatore Baglio
Education Kristi Loret salbaglio0620@gmail.com
KrsLyn310@gmail.com
Secretary I rl;l cil‘f)by | Zone 6 Paddy Padmanabhan
jo.holtby@gmail.com .
paddy0206@gmail.com
Triage Jan Laughlin
fabgaljan@aol.com GP Zone Map
https://gp-cert.org/?
Special Events Sal Baglio age id=>521
Salbaglio0620@gmail.com

The GP Responder is a publication of the Gran Paradiso—
Community Emergency Response Team. Our plan is to publish
it every third month throughout the year. The GP Responder is
forwarded to all residents by KW, our management company,
and it is also available for viewing on the GP-CERT website at ’ e
https://gp-cert.org COMMUNITY EMERGENCY

RESPONSE TEAM
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